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Factsheet Series: 3
THE WASTE BATTERIES & ACCUMULATORS  REGULATIONS 2009
The UK Government has recently (April 2009) produced Regulations that cover the separate collection, treatment and recycling of waste batteries and accumulators. These Regulations have been introduced through the implementation of the European Batteries & Accumulators Directive 2006 and came into force on 5 May 2009 – Batteries and Accumulators (Placing on the Market) Regulations 2008. The compliance period for retailers who sell more than 32kg of portable batteries will start on 1 February 2010.  The regulations state that retailers who sell more than this amount must provide recycling facilities for spent batteries. This is an increase from 16kg.
These new regulations aim to reduce the environmental impact of batteries and accumulators, which contain potentially harmful metals, by keeping them out of landfill sites and incinerators.  The regulations implement the waste provisions of the Directive and they establish the scope of producer responsibility for batteries in the UK. 

These regulations also harmonise product requirements for batteries by:
· Restricting the use of mercury in all batteries and of cadmium in portable batteries with certain exemptions e.g. medical devices, cordless power tools, emergency and alarm systems and emergency lighting
· Establishing labelling requirements for batteries i.e. chemical symbols Hg, Pb or Cd; crossed out wheelie bin and capacity labelling
Who will be exempt from these regulations?

These regulations apply to all batteries and accumulators placed on the market within all European Union Member States. In line with Article 2(3) of the WEEE Directive, batteries and accumulators used in equipment connected with the protection of the essential security interests of the Member States are exempt from the scope of these regulations. Also, equipment designed to be sent into space does not fall under the scope of these regulations.
Who will these new battery regulations affect?

These regulations affect any business that uses, produces, supplies or disposes of batteries as well as any business that manufactures or designs battery-powered products.  Business sectors that are particularly affected are:
· Importers

· Distributors

· End-users

· Manufactures

· Vehicle sales and maintenance businesses

· Recycling and waste treatment businesses dealing with batteries and accumulators

What are the Battery recycling regulations?
All waste portable, industrial and vehicle batteries in the UK must be separately collected, treated and recycled. They establish the scope of producer responsibility for batteries in the UK and requires any persons placing batteries on the market to register as a producer of batteries and to report on waste.
Portable battery producers

If you produce portable batteries you must collect data on the amount of batteries you place on the market from 5 May 2009.
Producers who put less than 1 tonne of portable batteries on the market will have to register with their environmental regulator: Environment Agency in England and Wales, Northern Ireland Environment Agency  in Northern Ireland and the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency in Scotland, and will have to fund collection, treatment and recycling.

Producers who put more than one tonne of portable batteries on the market per year you will have to pay for the collection, recycling and disposal of waste batteries in proportion to their market share from 1 January 2010. Any batteries placed on the market must also comply with the regulations on battery labelling and design.  The producer will have to register with a Battery Compliance Scheme (BCS) that will arrange the collection, recycling and disposal of batteries on their behalf. 

Portable battery sellers

From 1 February 2010 if selling more than 32kg of household batteries portable sellers will have to collect, in-store these batteries (free of charge) when they become waste.

Industrial and vehicle battery producers

Producers of industrial and automotive batteries will have to register directly with the Department for Business Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR).

Producers will be required to arrange for the separate collection and recycling of waste  industrial batteries and waste automotive batteries. It is their responsibility to ensure that all waste batteries collected or taken back are delivered for treatment to an approved operator or exporter.

A ban will be introduced on the disposal of waste industrial and automotive batteries by landfill or incineration from 1 January 2010.

Battery Users

Battery users will be encouraged to separate their waste batteries to help with the treatment and recycling process. They will also be informed about collection and recycling schemes available locally.

During the remainder of 2009, potential Battery Compliance Schemes will apply to the environmental agencies to recruit battery producers and setup collection and recycling schemes.

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs will appoint an enforcement authority for distributors.
Further information

BERR- Department for Business Enterprise and Regulatory Reform 020 7215 5000

http://www.berr.gov.uk

Defra – Portable Batteries, Producer Responsibility Unit, Waste Management Division, Defra, Area D Floor 6, Ergon House, Horseferry Road, London SW1P 2AL

Email: portable.batteries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
The Environment Agency for England & Wales – http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk
Northern Ireland Environment Agency ( NIEA) – www.ni-environment.gov.uk
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) – www.sepa.org.uk
Telephone: 01786 457700

British Battery Manufacturers Association – www.bbma.co.uk
European Portable Battery Association – www.epbaeurope.net
RECHARGE – http://www.rechargebatteries.org/htm/recharge-contact-us.html
Enterprise Europe Network Wales www.enterpriseeuropewales.org.uk or telephone us: Cardiff 02920220525 or Mold 01352 704748
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