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Fact Sheet Series:1
REACH REGULATION 
What is REACH?

REACH is a new European Union system for controlling the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals for safe use. It came into force on 1st June 2007 as the REACH Enforcement Regulations 2008 SI 2852. 
The aim of REACH is to improve the protection of human health and the environment through the better and earlier identification of the intrinsic properties of chemical substances; and to promote the free movement of chemical substances within the European Single Market. At the same time, innovative capability and competiveness of the EU chemicals industry will be enhanced. This legislation also applies to substances which may be released from products/articles during their use or which contain hazardous properties. 
The REACH Regulation gives greater responsibility to industry to manage the risks from chemicals and to provide safety information on the substances.

Does REACH apply to your business?

If you manufacture, import, distribute, sell or use chemicals substance, you must comply with the Registration, Evaluation, and Authorisation of Chemicals (REACH) Regulation. Most businesses use chemicals in some way and so REACH may apply to you.  Manufacturers and importers will be required to gather information on the properties of their chemical substances, which will allow their safe handling, and to register the information in a central database run by the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) in Helsinki. The Agency will act as the central point in the REACH system.
REACH covers all chemical substances manufactured in, or imported into the European Union (EU) in quantities above 1 tonne per calendar year. If you use or distribute chemicals you will also have some responsibilities under REACH. Generally, it applies to all individual chemical substances on their own, in preparations or in articles. 
This legislation also applies to substances which may be released from some finished articles during their use which contain hazardous properties. The UK Competent Authority ( Health & Safety Executive) has produced guidance on the definition of an article under REACH as – an object which during production is given a special shape, surface or design which determines it’s function to a greater degree than does its chemical composition.

Waste Recovery
If you recover a chemical substance from waste materials in quantities above 1 tonne per calendar year, REACH may apply to you.
Exemptions

Some chemical substances are totally exempt from the REACH Regulation and there are also a number of substances which are exempt from certain aspects of REACH.  This is often because they are in products which fall under the scope of more specific legislation.  The Health & Safety Executive has produced guidelines on all exemptions.

What must you do?

If you manufacture or import any chemical substances above 1 tonne per calendar year and the substance is not exempt, you must register or pre-register it with the European Chemical Agency (ECHA) in Helsinki.

Pre-Registration

You can pre-register any substance you manufacture or import if it is a phase in substance. The Health & Safety Executive provides a definition of a phase-in substance. Pre-registration closed on 1 December 2008. Companies who pre-register their substances can benefit from extended registration deadlines.
Registration

If you did not pre-register then you were expected to complete a full registration by 1 December 2008. Registrations are submitted directly to ECHA in Helsinki.
Late Pre-Registration

If your company started to manufacture or import 1 tonne or more of a chemical substance per year after 1 December 2008, then you can benefit from late pre-registration provisions. The late pre-registration deadlines are staggered:
· 30 November 2010

· 31 May 2013 or

· 31 May 2018

Late pre-registration does not apply to companies that failed to meet the pre-registration deadline of 1 December 2008 for their substances.

Good Practice

Keep an inventory of all the substances your business buys, uses or sells, either in preparations or articles. This will help you work out how REACH affects your business.

Further Information

UK Competent Authority for REACH is the Health & Safety Executive and they have a website and helpdesk – http://www.hse.gov.uk/reach
Email their helpdesk for information and support: ukreach@hse.gsi.gov.uk
Telephone their helpdesk: 0845 408 9575

You can also contact the European Chemicals Agency REACH helpdesk – http://ec.europa.eu/echa
Environment Agency –www.environment-agency.gov.uk
Defra – www.defra.gov.uk
Enterprise Europe Network Wales www.enterprise europewales.org.uk or telephone us Cardiff 02920220525 or Mold 01352 704748
