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	Eco-Innovation

	What is the Eco-Innovation Programme?

The Eco-innovation funding scheme is an initiative of the European Commission which supports innovative products, services and technologies that can make a better use of our natural resources and reduce Europe's ecological footprint.

Between 2008 and 2013 nearly €200 million will be available to fund projects that contribute to eco-innovation in Europe. 

This initiative is addressed mainly to organisations that have developed an environmental product, service, management practice or process which has a proven track record, yet is not fully marketed due to residual risks. 

It is intended to overcome barriers to further market penetration and turn these products and processes into Europe's future eco-innovation successes. Applications from SMEs are particularly encouraged.

	Who can apply?
This scheme is open to all legal persons that are based in eligible countries:

· 27 EU Member States 

· Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein 

· Albania, Croatia, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Israel, Montenegro, Turkey

However, priority will be given to Small- and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs).

SMEs are defined as enterprises which employ fewer than 250 persons and which have an annual turnover not exceeding €50 million, or an annual balance sheet not exceeding €43 million.

	What type of projects will be funded? 

Innovative, environmental-friendly projects in the area of:

· materials recycling (better sorting processes

· innovative recycling products)

· sustainable buildings (innovative building processes and products)

· food & drink industrial processes (waste reduction, recycling & recovery)

· green business

· smart purchasing 

	What are the eligibility criteria? 

· The project must be innovative and have the potential to make substantial positive impacts on the environment; 

· Must be easy to re-produce, and have wide applicability across Europe 

· be relevant for and show clear and substantial benefits in support of Europe's environmental policy objectives; 

· demonstrate a European added value and an international project dimension; 

· be well thought-through from a technical and project management perspective; 

· be cost-effective

	Funding 
The 2009 Eco-Innovation Budget is approx. €30 million

Each project is scheduled to receive funding in the order of 40% to 60% depending on the legal entity status.

	The Call 2009 is now closed. Around 200 proposals have been received and will be evaluated by the end of January 2010. The next Call for proposals is foreseen for April 2010.
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Enterprise Europe Network South West, EENSW, provides information and guidance and EENSW accepts no responsibility for any reliance  you may place on this guidance for any purpose other than the purposes recorded, and accepts no responsibility for any reliance any third party may place on this advice. EENSW will not be liable, in any circumstances, for any increased costs or expenses, any loss of profit, business, contracts, revenues or anticipated savings or any special, indirect or consequential loss which you may experience.

